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SALES POINTS 
 

Q Theresa Schwegel’s previous 
novel, Officer Down, won the 
Edgar Award for Best First 
Novel 

 
Q Officer Down was also 

nominated for the Anthony 
Award for Best First Mystery 

 
Q Theresa Schwegel is an 

exciting new talent in the  
vein of Kathy Reichs and  
Tess Gerritsen 

 
 

Theresa Schwegel grew up in Chicago and always believed she would be a crime 
writer. She studied Communications Media at Loyola University in Chicago and went 
on to a screenwriting course at Chapman University in Orange County. She lives in 
California. 

KEYNOTE 
 
Theresa Schwegel follows her award-winning Officer Down with the tale of a 
rookie Chicago cop whose desire to be one of the boys sees him getting into 
something way over his head 
 
QUOTES 
 

� ‘This author has big things ahead of her’ David Ellis  
 
� ‘Schwegel skilfully tightens the plot screws… she also has fun riding with 

the cops through the best and worst of Chicago’s neighbourhoods’  
New York Times 

 
SYNOPSIS 
 
Officer Ray Weiss is a cop’s son, a cop’s grandson. All he’s ever wanted is to follow 
in their footsteps. But when he finds out what the senior officers in Chicago’s District 
20 have in store for him and the other rookies as ‘initiation’ into their brotherhood, he 
starts to question his own dream. 

Ray’s senior partner, Jack Fiore, asks him to break into a jewellery store and steal a 
few pieces. It’s just a little fun – especially because they’re set up to be the first cops 
on-scene to ‘discover’ the crime. No one gets hurt, and everybody’s happy: Fiore 
gets the jewelry, Ray gets to be one of the boys, and the store owner gets his 
insurance money. Ray doesn’t want to do it, but Fiore leaves him no alternative… 

But when Ray breaks in and finds a corpse in place of his promised reward, 
everything begins to spiral out of control. 
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